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Early Encounters in Native New York 
 Did Native People Really Sell Manhattan? 

 

 

To Europeans, land was something that could be bought, sold, 
and owned by an individual. Native people did not see land this 

way. Because of this, Native groups would exchange land, but in 
their minds had only given permission to use the lands. When 

Native people exchanged Manhattan with the Dutch, they did not 
give up their right to live on it. Native people probably meant 

to allow the Dutch to use the land while they continued to live on 
it.  
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