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Pacific Northwest History and Cultures 

 
Why Do the Foods We Eat Matter? 

 

 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District Visual Information 

The Columbia River is one of the largest river systems in the Pacific Northwest region of 
North America. The Columbia and its tributaries have long been central to the region’s 
Native cultures and economies. Today, there are more than sixty dams in the Columbia 

River watershed. 
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